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P A P U A  N E W  G U I N E A
P O P U L A T I O N  D A T A  P R O J E C T



The National Statistical Office (NSO) is the leading agency responsible for the
collection, compilation, analysis, and dissemination of official statistics. Population
data is the fundamental denominator of planning and decision-making for
governments of all levels, institutions, development partners and other entities
which strive to contribute to the development goals of our country. 

NSO, in partnership with the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), has released
the 2024 – 2050 Population Projection for PNG, that was generated through the use
of data from the population censuses and surveys to respond to the demand for up-
to-date data. 

Population projections are numerical estimates of future population size and age-
sex composition. They are usually obtained by extrapolation of past and current
population size, structure, and components (mortality, fertility, and migration).
Population projections are fundamental inputs to social and economic planning. The
estimates identify potential population size and trends, anticipate the needs that
they are likely to create, and provide a basis for judging whether or not efforts
should be made to alter current population processes and trends.

Population projections are needed by Papua New Guinea’s government and the
general public to know what is likely to happen in the future, to know what to expect
and, if possible, to anticipate demographic changes of importance to national
development. These are an essential requirement for economic and social planners
to take account of the future population when formulating development plans or
seeking to improve the socio-economic conditions of PNG. For example, planners
can use the projected number of school students of a certain age and grade to plan
for the training of teachers, the building of schools, and the preparation of teaching
materials. 

Progressing the generation of the Population Projections would not have been
successful without the financial support from the Australian Government under the
AusPNG Partnership. Furthermore, the continued support from the UNFPA in
providing technical leadership is highly appreciated. 

Gratitude is also extended to Dr. Ricardo Neupert for providing his technical
expertise and assistance in generating the projections of PNG’s population and to Dr.
Rogelio Fernandez-Castilla for sharing his insights in this exercise. I am also indebted
to the NSO Project Management Team for their tireless efforts in managing the
technical and administrative aspects for the successful generation of the 2024 – 2050
Population Projections for PNG. 

From the
National Statistician

Mr. John Igitoi
National Statistician



P O P U L A T I O N  P R O J E C T I O N S
N A T I O N A L  S N A P S H O T

13.25
million

15.26
million

18.59
million

21.70
million20.19

million

16.94
million

20m

15m

10m

5m

National Population Projections 2024-2050 

National Population Projections by Age 2025-2050 



P O P U L A T I O N  P R O J E C T I O N S  B Y  A G E  A N D  S E X

National Population Pyramids 2025, 2030, 2040, and 2050

National Population Projections 2025, 2030, 2040, and 2050
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