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In Pictures: Human Rights Abuses

related to Accusations of Witchcraft

and Associated Harmful Practices

Over the last few decades, more than 20,000 people
around the world have been the victims of accusations
of witchcraft, associated harmful practices, and

ritual attacks. Many such accusations have led to
serious violations of human rights, ranging from
discrimination and banishment to physical violence
such as beatings, burnings, the cutting of body parts
and the amputation of limbs, and torture. Thousands
have been killed. Women, children, the elderly, and
people with disabilities are particularly vulnerable.
Despite the seriousness and widespread nature

of these human rights violations, robust state-led
responses are rare.



Documented cases of HPAWRA, 2009-2019

The Data

Over a period of 3 months in 2019, a team of researchers gathered
evidence of over 20,000 reports of witchcraft-related harmful practices
and ritual attacks reported in the media across 60 countries from 2009
to 2019. As shown in the map above, this includes over 5,250 unlawful or
wrongful killings, 60 disappearances in suspicious circumstances, 14,700
attempted killings and physical attacks, 420 incidents of trafficking, and
90 grave robberies. However, these numbers are almost certainly an
undercount, as data is not available in many regions, and cases often go
unreported.

A final note: Both sorcery and witchcraft refer to the belief that a person has
the power to use supernatural means to cause harm. Both terms are in use in
the descriptions below, but as English terms employed to describe a variety of
beliefs throughout the world, they are by definition inadequate.
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What is being done?

InJuly 2021, the United Nations
Human Rights Council passed
Resolution A/HRC/RES/47/8 on the
Elimination of Harmful Practices
Related to Accusations of Witchcraft
and Ritual Attack. The Resolution
recognizes the severity of this

issue and invites states and civil
society to respond. The title of the
resolution is crucial: it shows clearly
that the resolution is not aimed at
the belief in witchcraft per se, but
rather at harmful manifestations of
such beliefs, such as attacks aimed
at someone who stands accused of
witchcraft.

Countries where data available

This exhibition aims to make visible
the human rights abuses associated
with accusations of witchcraft and
associated harmful practices. The
photographs in this exhibition
include the winning images from

a photographic competition
organised by The International
Network against Accusations of
Witchcraft and Associated Harmful
Practices, and a selection of images
contributed by photographers
internationally. This exhibition

will be hosted in several locations
globally over the next few years,
including in Australia, India, Nigeria,
Papua New Guinea, the UK and the
USA.
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Diagnosis, from the Truth and Rights series

Credit: Joe Wood
2nd Prize

A Nepali witch doctor is shown a
photograph belonging to a client.
He will use this image to help focus
his treatment. Not all witch doctors
have bad intentions, but usually
when some form of illness or
misfortune strikes and it is believed
there is a spiritual explanation

for this, a witch doctor is usually
central to the ‘witch’ diagnosis.

August 2018.



Picking pebbles

Credit: Rural Women & Youth Empowerment
for Development Agency - RUWYEDA

3rd Prize

These women are alleged witches
and live in the Northern Region of
Ghana. They are picking pebbles
and sieving dust mixed with

maize, soya bean and other grains
gathered from the floor of the town

market to clean and make food for
themselves and their families living
in a witch camp. Witch camps are
protected villages where women
who have been accused of being
witches flee to for their own safety.



Honouring

New England’s First
Witch Trial Victim,
Alice Young

These flowers were placed during a
memorial held by the Connecticut
Witch Trial Exoneration Project on
26 May 2023, to commemorate the
376th anniversary of the hanging of
Alice Young, the first person to be
convicted and hanged for witchcraft
crimes in colonial America. She was
killed in Hartford, Connecticut, on

26 May 1647.

Credit: Joshua Hutchinson,
End Witch Hunts

Honourable Mention



The Weight

Credit: Adam Browne

Human rights defender Evelyn

sits contemplating her work with
survivor families in Papua New
Guinea. Sometimes the weight and
worry of the work with survivors
stays with her.

The work of rescuing and caring
for victims of those accused of
witchcraft disproportionately
falls upon committed individuals
such as Evelyn across the globe.
These supporters desperately
need support themselves for this
demanding and often dangerous
work.

A man and his family pose with
their certificate of thanks for
donating to the NGO ‘A Human
Being Can Never Become a Witch’,
the only organisation in Nepal
solely working on the issue of
witchcraft persecution. This tiny

NGO organises public gatherings in
areas where witchcraft beliefs are
prevalent, to raise awareness about
human rights, always offering their
visitors a free lunch.

August 2018

Engaging Communities, from the Truth and

Rights series
Credit: Joe Wood




Ally, from the Truth and Rights series
Credit: Joe Wood

Sharma was beaten unconscious
and tortured for over two hours
while trying to defend her friend
who was accused of practicing
witchcraft. Physically she has now
recovered, but the psychological
trauma is a heavy burden. As is

often the case, it was her closest

family who committed the violence.

She is a single parent struggling to
bring up her child with a disability,
but she was too scared of further
attacks to file a case in court and
received no compensation.

Nepal, 2012

Baanyingnai

Credit: Rural Women & Youth
Empowerment for Development
Agency - RUWYEDA

Baanyingnai hails from Baambuli
in the Northern Region of Ghana.
She was accused of witchcraft and
banished by community members.
According to her, her rival's son
whom she raised from childhood,
suddenly became sick and died

in the hospital. The shrine that
considered the case eventually
vindicated her, but for her own
safety and security she ran away
and sought refuge in one of the
witch camps in the Gushegu
Municipality. She has been there for
more than ten years now.



Waanjonyab comes from Yidaani,
in the Northern Region of Ghana.
Her husband’s senior son’s wife
was suffering from headaches

and accused her of possessing
spiritual powers and being the
cause of her pain. The accuser’s
husband attacked her and beat her
mercilessly to the point of death.

She was pregnant at the time.
Later she was banished from the
community and forcibly brought
to the witch camp in the Gushegu
Municipality.

Waanjonyab
Credit: Rural Women &
Youth Empowerment for

Development Agency -
RUWYEDA

Remembering
the Victims of the

Salem Witch-Hunt,

Massachusetts, USA.

Credit: Joshua Hutchinson,
End Witch Hunts

Dr Leo Igwe, director of the

African NGO Advocacy for Alleged
Witches, leaves flowers at the
Proctor's Ledge Memorial in Salem,
Massachusetts on 16 May 2023.
Proctor's Ledge was the location

of the 19 executions carried out
during the Salem Witch-Hunt.

The Salem Witch Trials took

place between June 1692 and

May 1693 in Salem Village in the
Massachusetts Bay Colony, which is
now Danvers, Massachusetts.



Across Generations

Credit: Adam Browne

A sorcery accusation survivor
and her sick granddaughter rest
in the garden in the Highlands of
Papua New Guinea. Their family
were attacked four times in eight
months. Many victims of sorcery
accusation die or experience
physical injury. However, the
consequences are grave even
for survivors, who experience
high levels of social isolation

and stigma, continuing threats,
forced relocation and the loss of
livelihoods and property.

Children with albinism are often
targeted for their body parts to

be used in magical ‘witchcraft’
rituals by witchdoctors. Their body
parts are believed to be especially
powerful and are therefore more
valuable. This trade is believed to
be linked to the desire of politicians
and other powerful people to gain
more political power, become rich

or achieve greater things in their
professional lives. In Tanzania this
has led to the government taking
steps to regulate the practices of
witchdoctors and working with
police, NGOs and the judiciary to
ensure that the perpetrators are
brought to justice.

Targeted

Credit: Under the Same Sun




Out of the

darkness
Credit: Paul Wolffram

This woman is a sorcery accusation
survivor, pictured in her house

in Simbu province, Papua New
Guinea. Violence against women

is one of the most widespread
unpunished crimes, affecting
women of all backgrounds, cultures
and countries. In many societies,
elderly widows are the most
vulnerable to physical and mental
abuse. A woman'’s status is often
linked to her husband, so that when
he dies, she becomes vulnerable
and can be ostracised. Older
women are particularly vulnerable
to being marginalized, abused, and
even killed as witches.

Sleeping Rough

Credit: Adam Browne

Volunteer human rights defenders
Angela and Evelyn find a young
man sleeping rough after his
mother was accused of sorcery
four months earlier. They found
the young man one night while
delivering food they had cooked
and were distributing to homeless

people in Goroka, Papua New
Guinea. The young man'’s story
demonstrates that accusations of
witchcraft can also have profound
consequences for immediate family
members.



‘Christ knows how many Devils there
are, Excerpt from the Sermon
Notebook of Salem Village Minister
Samuel Parris

Credit: Joshua Hutchinson,
End Witch Hunts

Mohammadi

Credit: Norman Miller

Samuel Parris was minister of the
church in the community where
the Salem Witch-Hunt originated.
He was also father and uncle of the
first two ‘afflicted persons’ of the
crisis. In this 27 March 1692 sermon
he states that ‘Our Lord Jesus Christ
knows how many Devils there are
in his Church, & who they are.’

After the death of her 2-year-old
child, the widow Mohammadi
moved to live near her brother.

She mourned her lost child and
often wailed and called for her at
night. The villagers accused her of
witchcraft when a baby girl died.
After an illegal trial by local officials,
she was banished back to her home
village and died alone in a small hut
behind the police station. Seen here
with neighbour’s children in happier
times near the Chief's compound in
Usagari, western Tanzania.



Edom - Witch-hunter, Witch-cleanser

Credit: Norman Miller

Edom, a self-proclaimed witch-hunter
in Rungwe District Tanzania, taps

the chest of a woman ostensibly
possessed by spirits during a witch-
cleansing ceremony. Edom would be
called to a village and offered a fee

to reveal who was responsible for a
tragedy and was thus a witch. The cost
to the accused individuals would be
paid in shillings, farm produce, or by
indenturing a daughter to work in his
banana plots.

In Tanzania, belief in witchcraft

is a way of explaining common
misfortunes like iliness or death, failed
harvests and infertility. While this
photo was taken in 1965, superstition
is still deep-rooted in farming
communities living along the shores
of Lake Victoria in northwestern
Tanzania, where most attacks take
place. The ‘Beyond Harm' initiative at
the University of Dar es Salaam works
with police and local government
officers, traditional healers, and NGOs
to try to stem the ongoing violence.



Peter and his
adopted grandchild

Credit: Paul Wolffram

Peter was a perpetrator of sorcery-
related violence in Papua New
Guinea as a young man. Now

in his 50s, he and his wife were
themselves accused in April 2022.
Sorcery-accusation related violence
affects men and women and has
implications for the present and
future life experiences of whole
families.

Lost
Credit: Paul Wolffram

Survivors of sorcery accusation
related violence, a husband and
wife await a meeting with police in
Goroka, Papua New Guinea.




Uncertain future
Credit: Paul Wolffram

A young boy climbs bamboo to
gain a view of his new community
after his family were forced out
of their home village following
sorcery accusation related violence
in Papua New Guinea. The fear
associated with accusations of
witchcraft means that individuals
and families are often excluded
from their communities, who also
fear being blamed for being a
supporter of the accused.



Our Photographers

Adam Joseph Browne

Adam Joseph Browne, a
distinguished cinematographer
and photographer, hails from the
resilient town of Hawkes Bay in
New Zealand. Emerging from the
challenges of his surroundings,
Adam has mastered the art of
capturing images that reveal the
raw and unfiltered essence of our
world. His lens gravitates towards

subjects that not only depict the
authentic humanity of individuals
but also aim to stir a visceral sense
of empathy and compassion in

the hearts of his audience. With
numerous accolades attesting to his
skill, Adam stands as a testament to
the transformative power of visual
storytelling, unearthing beauty even
in the toughest corners of life.

Joe Wood

Joe Wood is a British documentary
photographer based in Eastern
Europe. His previous works

cover witchcraft accusation and
persecution in Nepal and India, de-
institutionalisation of mental health
services in Belarus and Ukraine,
and living off grid in the UK.

Bawa Abdulai Yakuba

Bawa Abdulai Yakubu is the
Executive Director of Rural Women
& Youth Empowerment for
Development Agency (RUWYEDA), a
non-political, not.for profit and non-
governmental organization based
in Northern Ghana. RUWYEDA
works to promote and protect the
fundamental human rights of the
rural poor women and children,
especially the marginalized, the
deprived and the under-privileged
rural poor which includes persons
accused of witchcraft, who are
victimized and banished. Mr. Bawa
is currently a student at Kofi Annan
International Peacekeeping Training
Center (KAIPTC), pursuing a Master
of Arts program in Conflict, Peace
and Security.



Dr Paul Wolffram

Dr Paul Wolffram is a filmmaker
and photographer who lives in
Wellington, New Zealand. He has
been working with communities
in Papua New Guinea for more
than 20 years. The photographs
in this exhibition were taken while
he was shooting his forthcoming
documentary feature film,
‘Marimari’ (August 2024). The film
follows an indigenous human
rights defender in her attempts to
support survivors. The photographs
feature some of the survivor
families and the women who help
rescue and rehabilitate them.

Norman Miller

Norman Nees Miller is one of
America’s early African specialists,
living in East Africa intermittently
since 1960, first as a correspondent,
then as a university teacher,
researcher, documentary
filmmaker, and as an adviser to
African governments and two
United Nations agencies. He has
written or edited seven books and
dozens of articles on topics such
as Kenya's political history, African
wildlife management, HIV/AIDS
policy, and traditional medicine.
As a documentary filmmaker he
produced the Faces of Change, a 26

film series that includes five films
on Kenya. His films and still photo
archives are at the Smithsonian
Institution in Washington, DC. He
holds a PhD from Indiana University
in Political Science and African
Studies and a certificate in Swahili
from UCLA. He is married to Judith
von D. Miller, author of Art in East
Africa and they make their home in
Norwich, Vermont. He is emeritus
faculty at Dartmouth College, and
has taught there part time since
1980.



About TINAAWAHP

The International Network Against
Accusations of Witchcraft and
Associated Harmful Practices was
formed in 2022 to connect the
different groups and initiatives
working on this issue across the
globe. It seeks to raise awareness
about the human rights abuses
taking place as a result of beliefs in
witchcraft or sorcery and encourage
action by states and individuals

to end them. The International
Network aims to raise support

for the United Nations Human
Rights Council's Resolution on the
Elimination of Harmful Practices
Related to Accusations of Witchcraft
and Ritual Attack (July 2021). The

members of the International
Network fully support the right of
freedom of religion and belief and
recognise that activity related to
belief in witchcraft and sorcery can
be positive. Our mission focuses
solely on the harmful practices that
are related to such beliefs, such as
attacks, tortures and stigmatisation
of those accused of witchcraft and
those individuals who are ritually
attacked as a result of such beliefs.
We use the terms witchcraft and
sorcery as general categories to
include all the terms used across
the world to describe the belief that
a person has the power to cause
harm using supernatural means.

International Network Against
7 'Wf Witchcraft Accusation and
A< Associated Harmful Practices

Contact us:

https://www.theinternationalnetwork.org/

Twitter: @TINAAWAHP



Resolution adopted by the Human Rights
Council on 12 July 2021

47/8. Elimination of harmful practices related to accusations of
witchcraft and ritual attacks.

The Human Rights Council,

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations,

Reaffirming the fundamental principles of equality, non-discrimination and
human dignity that underlie the Charter and international human rights
instruments,

Recalling the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women, the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the optional
protocols thereto, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the International
Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the optional protocol thereto,
and all other relevant international human rights instruments,

Reaffirming the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, the
Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action, the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development, and the
outcomes of their review conferences, and the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,

Recalling the commitment to eliminate all forms of violence against all
women and girls in the public and private spheres, including trafficking
and sexual and other types of exploitation, contained in Sustainable
Development Goal 5, and the commitments to promote peaceful and
inclusive societies for sustainable development, to provide access to
justice for all and to build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions
at all levels, contained in Sustainable Development Goal 16, and taking
into account the commitment to leave no one behind,

Reaffirming that everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of
person and that no one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment,

Reaffirming also the right to the highest attainable standard of physical
and mental health and the right to access to information, which includes
the right to seek, receive and impart information and ideas concerning
health issues, the lack of which being likely to facilitate harmful practices
against persons with medical impairments,

Reaffirming further, pursuant to article 18 of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights and to Human Rights Council resolution

40/10 of 21 March 2019, that everyone shall have the right to freedom of
thought, conscience and religion, and that this right shall include freedom
to have or to adopt a religion or belief of one’s choice, and freedom,
either individually or in community with others and in public or private,
to manifest one’s religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and
teaching,

Recalling the universality, indivisibility, interdependence and
interrelatedness of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and the
need for all to be guaranteed the full enjoyment of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms without discrimination of any kind,

Recognizing traditional or complementary or integrative medicine, as
defined by the World Health Organization, as a field distinct from harmful
practices related to witchcraft accusations and others rituals attacks
violating or abusing human rights,

Taking note of joint general recommendation No. 31 of the Committee on
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women/general comment No. 18
of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (2014) on harmful practices,
and noting that attacks and other human rights violations and abuses
based on accusations of witchcraft or other rituals constitute harmful
practices,

Taking note also of general comment No. 22 (1993) of the Human Rights
Committee, in which the Committee affirmed the unconditional right to
freedom of thought, conscience and religion, including the freedom to
hold beliefs, and noted that restrictions on that freedom were permitted
only if limitations were prescribed by law and were necessary to protect
public safety, order, health or morals, or the fundamental rights and
freedoms of others,



Taking note further of the recommendations made by various relevant
United Nations treaty bodies, mechanism and agencies on harmful
practices related to witchcraft accusations and ritual attacks and killings,

Recognizing the work of the Special Representative of the Secretary-
General on Violence against Children, the Special Rapporteur on freedom
of religion or belief, the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of human
rights by persons with albinism, the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial,
summary or arbitrary executions and the Special Rapporteur on violence
against women, its causes and consequences,

Taking note of the reports of the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of
human rights by persons with albinism submitted to the Human Rights
Council pursuant to its resolution 28/6 of 26 March 2015, 1 and on the
expert workshop on witchcraft and human rights held in Geneva on 21
and 22 September 2017,2 including its conclusions and recommendations,

Expressing its concern that harmful practices related to witchcraft
accusations and ritual attacks have resulted in various forms of
violence, including killings, mutilation, burning, coercion in trafficking of
persons, torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment and
stigmatization, particularly for persons in vulnerable situations, including
women, children, persons with disabilities, older persons and persons
with albinism, and that these forms of violence are often committed with
impunity,

Expressing its concern also at the existing widespread discrimination,
stigma, social exclusion and forced displacement experienced as a result
of witchcraft accusations and ritual attacks,

1. Urges States to condemn harmful practices related to accusations of
witchcraft and ritual attacks that result in human rights violations;

2. Also urges States to take all measures necessary to ensure the
elimination of harmful practices amounting to human rights violations
related to accusations of witchcraft and ritual attacks, and to ensure
accountability and the effective protection of all persons, particularly
persons in vulnerable situations;

3. Calls upon States to ensure that no one within their jurisdiction is
deprived of the right to life, liberty or security of person because of
religion or belief, and that no one is subjected to torture or other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, or arbitrary arrest

or detention on that account, and to bring to justice all perpetrators
of violations and abuses of these rights in compliance with applicable
international law;

4. Invites States, in collaboration with relevant regional and international

organizations, to promote bilateral, regional and international
initiatives to support the protection of all persons vulnerable to
harmful practices amounting to human rights violations related to
accusations of witchcraft and ritual attacks, while noting that, in
providing protection, attention to local context is critical;

5. Also invites States to draw attention to this issue in the context of the

universal periodic review;

6. Emphasizes that States should carefully distinguish between harmful

practices amounting to human rights violations related to accusations
of witchcraft and ritual attacks and the lawful and legitimate exercise
of different kinds of religion or beliefs, in order to preserve the right
to freely manifest a religion or a belief, individually or in a community
with others, including for persons belonging to religious minorities;

7. Encourages human rights mechanisms, including relevant special
procedures of the Human Rights Council and treaty bodies, to compile
and share information on harmful practices related to accusations
of witchcraft and ritual attacks and their impact on the enjoyment of
human rights;

8. Requests the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

to organize an expert consultation with States and other relevant
stakeholders, including the United Nations Secretariat and relevant
bodies, representatives of subregional and regional organizations,
international human rights mechanisms, national human rights
institutions and non-governmental organizations, the results of which
will help the Office of the High Commissioner to prepare a study on
the situation of the violations and abuses of human rights rooted
in harmful practices related to accusations of witchcraft and ritual
attacks, as well as stigmatization, and to inform further action by
existing mechanisms at the United Nations, and to submit a report
thereon to the Human Rights Council at its fifty-second session;

9. Decides to remain seized of the matter.

[Adopted without a vote] 35th Meeting, 12 July 2021



LLearn More

Books
¢ Child Witch Kinchasa, Mike
Ormsby

* The Killing of Adam: A Victim of
Human Sacrifice, Mary Devey

«  Encounters with Witchcraft:
Field Notes from Africa, Norman
Miller

* The Devil's Children: From Spirit
Possession to Witchcraft: New
Allegations that Affect Children,
Jean La Fontaine

Films
«  African Witchfinder (2018)

Witchcraft Accusations and
Persecutions as a Mechanism
for the Marginalisation of
Women, Samantha Spence

The Once and Future Witch
Hunt: A Descendant’s Reckoning
from Salem to the Present, Alice
Markham Cantor

+ Echoes of the Witch with Margaux Crump and Jake Eshelman

+  Wildfire

Films can be found at

https://www.theinternationalnetwork.org/media

Initiatives

Global:
+ The Spotlight Initiative

Pacific Islands:

+ Stop Sorcery Violence

« The Highlands Women Human
Rights Defenders Movement

+ Kafe Urban Settlers’ Women's
Association

*  Voice for Change

* Nazareth Centre for
Rehabilitation

Africa:

« Alzheimer's Disease and
Related Dementias in Zambia

+  Stop Child Witch Accusations

+ Advocacy for Alleged Witches

« Action Albinism

« Safe Child Africa

Nepal:

* The Jagaran Media Centre

+  Women's Rehabilitation Centre

* NariNepal

*  Forum For Protection of
People's Rights

+  Action Works Nepal

+ The Women'’s Foundation Nepal

North America:
* GO Humanity
+  Child-Friendly Faith

United Kingdom:

+ The National FGM Centre

+  AFRUCA

+ The Victoria Climbie Foundation

+ Every Child Protected against
Human Trafficking
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